The discovery of the action of thiouracil in thyrotoxicosis is the result of alert observation and quick recognition of Clisby (1942) showed that other sulphur compounds, notably thiourea and its derivative, thiouracil, had a well-marked goitrogenic effect. Kennedy (1942) and his colleagues who were investigating the action of rape seed in rat thyroid found the causative agent in allylthiourea. These discoveries led to a study of the mode of action of these thio compounds, and the investigations that followed revealed that they inhibit the physiological activity of the thyroid gland and produce the somewhat odd Himsworth (1944) the first change noted is the disappearance of the skin flush, while the last is a fall in pulse rate. The patient feels a sense of well-being, the tremor and palpitation subside, the weight increases, the basal metabolic rate falls and the blood cholesterol rises. The maximum effect is gradually attained in about four weeks. The effect on eye signs is however
The discovery of the action of thiouracil in thyrotoxicosis is the result of alert observation and quick recognition of the significance of certain observed facts. Mackenzie et al. (1941) were studying the effect of sulphaguanidine as an intestinal disinfectant and came to investigate its toxicity to the rat. They noted that animals dying after sulphaguanidine showed goitres which on microscopical section were found to be due to hyperplasia and were practically free from colloid. The same effect was produced more or less by other sulpha drugs such as sulphadiazine and sulphapyridine, and Richter and Clisby (1942) showed that other sulphur compounds, notably thiourea and its derivative, thiouracil, had a well-marked goitrogenic effect. Kennedy (1942) and his colleagues who were investigating the action of rape seed in rat thyroid found the causative agent in allylthiourea. These discoveries led to a study of the mode of action of these thio compounds, and the investigations that followed revealed that they inhibit the physiological activity of the thyroid gland and produce the Himsworth (1944) the first change noted is the disappearance of the skin flush, while the last is a fall in pulse rate. The patient feels a sense of well-being, the tremor and palpitation subside, the weight increases, the basal metabolic rate falls and the blood cholesterol rises. The maximum effect is gradually attained in about four weeks. The effect on eye signs is however Dec., 1946] THIOURACIL : CHAUDHURI $35 n?t so striking; stare and Hd retraction may diminish, but exophthalmos is not appreciably affected, although Wilson (1946) 
